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Later in his career, Raphael was 

hired permanently at Rosie the Riveter 
as a park guide, where he was instru-
mental in opening the new visitor cen-
ter. He also supported the development 
of exhibit content and Rosie the Riv-
eter informational films. He went on to 
develop a wide variety of programs, 
which he often presented in the visitor 
center, highlighting many untold aver-
age American stories that existed 
about the park and the service. 

Raphael will be remembered for his 
service and the mark he left on our 
community and our country for ensur-
ing its history was passed on to others. 
He will be sincerely missed. 
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CELEBRATING PASSAGE OF THE 
VA MISSION ACT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, yesterday the President 
signed into law the VA MISSION Act, 
which takes a number of steps toward 
giving our veterans the care they de-
serve. My bill, the VETS Act, was in-
cluded in this larger package. It will 
allow VA-employed doctors to practice 
telemedicine across State lines. 

The VA already has an extremely 
successful telemedicine program, 
boasting an 88 percent satisfaction rat-
ing, but outdated regulations re-
stricted this program from growing to 
achieve its full potential. 

The VETS Act will now allow VA 
doctors to utilize telemedicine to see 
patients in any State and any location, 
including in the comfort of their own 
home. This is especially helpful for vet-
erans who are battling post-traumatic 
stress disorder and traumatic brain in-
jury who have had a hard time trav-
eling to a VA facility or live in rural 
areas. 

Mr. Speaker, our veterans deserve 
the best care available to them, and 
the VETS Act is one of the provisions 
of the VA MISSION Act that will ad-
vance this care. 

I commend the President for signing 
this bill into law. Telemedicine is bet-
ter access, better care, and true 
healthcare reform. 
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF PAULINE GASCA VALENCIANO 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the incredible life and 
legacy of Pauline Valenciano. 

Pauline was raised in Fort Worth and 
was able to observe the diversity and 
vast culture and traditions that are 
embraced in our community. 

I knew Pauline when I first got start-
ed in politics in the late 1990s, working 
at Town Center Mall, which is now La 
Gran Plaza. But Pauline was one of the 
very first people that I met, and I am 

just very saddened to hear about her 
loss. 

From an early age, Pauline looked up 
to leaders in the community who gave 
voice to injustices and fought for equal 
representation. From observing local 
Tarrant County School Board races to 
statewide campaigns, Pauline knew her 
calling was activism, and she became a 
fierce leader for the Latino community 
and for women. 

When Pauline got told to dial it 
down, that meant, for Pauline, that she 
needed to dial it up. She won the re-
spect of minority groups across Texas 
as she fought for civil rights and gen-
der equality. As a precinct chair and 
election judge, she became an icon in 
the Latino community for giving voice 
to those who felt silenced. 

She also canvassed for John Kennedy 
and marched alongside Cesar Chavez. 
Inspired by leaders who were great ora-
tors, she spoke about raising the level 
of discourse in the country. And natu-
rally, in 2016, when the first female 
candidate for President was on the bal-
lot, she teamed up with local groups to 
get out the vote. The city of Fort 
Worth grieves her loss. 

The last time I saw her was at a 
Cinco de Mayo event, and she came up 
and gave me a big hug. That is the type 
of person she was in the community, 
just so inspiring, so encouraging, and a 
good person. We are going to miss her 
very much. Her work and legacy will 
live in Fort Worth for decades and 
years and years to come. 

Everyone is thinking about you, my 
friend, Pauline. I know that you are 
looking down, and a lot of people are 
sad about your loss, but know that you 
helped make Fort Worth a better place 
to live for all of us. 
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RECOGNIZING MAGGIE SCARLETT 

(Ms. CHENEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Maggie 
Scarlett of Wilson, Wyoming, who has 
been awarded an honorary doctorate 
from the University of Wyoming. 

This is the highest award the univer-
sity confers. Maggie’s tireless work on 
behalf of our great State warrants this 
well-deserved honor. 

Maggie was awarded this honorary 
doctorate of humane letters for her 
lifetime of work creating and expand-
ing museum and library collections. 
Throughout her life, Maggie has given 
so much back to our great State and 
our citizens, and she has demonstrated 
a lifelong commitment to the impor-
tance of museums and libraries in pre-
serving our heritage and our history. 

She served as a public school teacher 
in communities across Wyoming and 
brought educational opportunities, in-
cluding in the field of speech language 
pathology, to rural Wyoming. 

Maggie was 1 of 10 founding trustees 
of the National Museum of Wildlife Art 

in Jackson, Wyoming, and she was in-
strumental in securing its recognition 
as the National Museum of Wildlife Art 
of the United States. 

She also serves on the board of the 
Buffalo Bill Center of the West in her 
hometown of Cody, Wyoming, and she 
earned an appointment by President 
George W. Bush to serve on the board 
of the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services. 

Mr. Speaker, Maggie Scarlett is a 
true inspiration and has set an example 
for her children, her seven grand-
children, her friends, and people all 
across our State and Nation. I am ex-
tremely grateful for her contributions, 
and I am blessed to call her my friend. 

Maggie and her family deserve to be 
extremely proud of her work and of 
this honor. 
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CONGRATULATING THE UNITED 
STATES MERCHANT MARINE 
ACADEMY 

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy, located in 
Kings Point in my congressional dis-
trict, for 75 years of dedicated service 
to our country. 

‘‘Acta non verba,’’ the school’s 
motto, means ‘‘deeds, not words,’’ 
something we all need to strive for. 
The midshipmen and graduates of the 
Academy have exemplified the school’s 
motto by faithfully serving the United 
States in times of war and peace, and 
for that we are all eternally grateful. 

Since its founding in 1943, the United 
States Merchant Marine Academy has 
developed a rich history of military 
and maritime service. It is the only 
service academy whose students engage 
in combat during times of war. In fact, 
142 of its students gave their lives on 
behalf of our country during World War 
II. 

In 1974, the United States Merchant 
Marine Academy became the first serv-
ice academy to admit women. 

After the 9/11 terrorist attacks, staff 
and midshipmen evacuated civilians 
from lower Manhattan and transported 
first responders and supplies to Ground 
Zero. 

Midshipmen are the backbone of our 
Nation’s maritime industry, and they 
serve as members of the Armed Serv-
ices as well. 

As a member of the Board of Visitors, 
I am proud of the United States Mer-
chant Marine Academy, their rich his-
tory, and the sacrifices its students 
and graduates have made for our great 
Nation. 

f 

RELEASE FUNDS TO THE U.S. 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 
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